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Village Jumble Trail 

Don’t forget our village jumble trail on Sunday September 12th 

Rather than send unwanted goods to recycling set up a table outside your house and let 
your unwanted goods find a new home. Charge as much or as liAle you wish. Donate as 
much or as liAle as you wish to a charity of your choosing 
There is a charge of £5 per household to cover the cost of seEng up the event and 
producing the catalogue. Any surplus moneys will be donated to the Environment Group. For 
more informaJon see: hAps://addinghamenvironmentgroup.org.uk/jumble-trail/ or 
email aeg@addingham.info  

Tackling climate change in Addingham 

At the suggesJon of Councillor Adrian Naylor earlier this year we applied for funding to Bradford 
Council for a project called “Tackling Climate Change in Addingham”.  We have recently learnt that 
our bid was successful and we have been awarded £3,050 to run several projects as follows: 

1. Home energy efficiency – funds to buy a 3D mini thermal imaging camera and five home 
energy monitors and to train volunteers in their use.  The aim here is to lend the energy 
monitors to residents and use the thermal imaging camera to idenJfy where heat loss 
occurs within the home.  We’re looking for volunteer residents!  Please contact 
aeg@addingham.info if you’re interested.  

2. Food waste and composDng – the aim is to 
encourage residents to compost their garden 
and kitchen waste using both tradiDonal 
compost bins (made from wooden pallets) and 
wormeries.  We have funds to buy seven 
wormeries and already have volunteers to take 
them on condiJon that they demonstrate how 
to use them to neighbours and other residents.  
We also plan to invite an expert from Harlow 
Carr to provide training.  Please contact aeg@addingham.info if you want to take part.  Picture 
from hAps://wormcity.co.uk/shop/  

3. Community involvement – we need to redouble our efforts to encourage all village residents to 
move towards zero carbon lifestyles.  The grant will also enable us to mount a publicity campaign 
by providing funds to design and print leaflets on energy efficiency, composJng and other issues 
to be delivered to every household in the village by our AEG volunteers. 

Addingham Moorside ConnecDons 

Together with the Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust (YDRT) we have also been successful in an applicaJon 
to Natural England under their new Nature Recovery SeedCorn Fund.  We have been awarded a 
grant of £6400 to work with farmers and landowners to start a project on protecDng, restoring and 
connecDng wildlife habitats across the Moorside.  The first phase has already started involving a 
baseline survey of exisJng habitats being carried out by local ecology consultants Haycock and Jay. 
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Bee Together  

More good news! We (Addingham) are now officially part of the 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust’s “Bee together” pollinator 
project that aims to create wildflower meadows along a B-line from 
Lancaster to Leeds.  We recently had the pleasure of showing 
Catherine Mercer, the YDMT project officer, around our wildflower 
sites in the village including the Methodist Church graveyard, Church 
Field, Old StaJon Way, several sites in the Memorial RecreaJonal 
Ground and the uncut margins of Hoffman Wood Field.  Meadowsweet, great willow herb and 
knapweed are spreading nicely in the strip next to the cricket nets! 

Our new status gives us not only access to help and 
advice from YDMT but also funds to buy equipment such 
as devices for liking docks and rakes and forks for 
haymaking (if we wish).   And it gives our Bee and BuAerfly 
project (now in its third year) a real boost.  Our B and B 
volunteers walk along their wildflower transects every week 
or so recording bees and buAerflies as they go.  The upper 
picture is a male red-tailed bumblebee taken by Julia 
Tomlinson. 

Austrian scythes 

Thanks to a pre-covid grant from our village beer 
fesJval fund we are now the proud owners of two 
Austrian scythes. The fesJval grant included funds 
to pay for a training day (seEng-up, sharpening, 
peening and cuEng technique) for Peter Miller. 
Peter is now our master-scyther and he has been 
passing on his new knowledge to others. So far he 
has trained nine others in the group.   So we're 
now good to go on one of our wildflower sites in 
the village which will soon be ready for cuEng. 
We're just waiJng for the late flowering 
knapweed to set seed. Thanks to Peter and our volunteers grass cuAers! 



Balsam bashing 

From late June to mid-August we are always busy balsam 
bashing.  This is our fourth year and we’re making very 
good progress aiming to eliminate this invasive non-naJve 
species from the parish and beyond. We started with our 
wonderfully fearless village guides and their leaders at 
Low Mill and we have had joint sessions with Karen 
Shackleton’s Ilkley group (tackling a big patch on the the 

Dalesway close 
to the Ilkley-
Addingham fronJer) and with staff from the Bolton 
Abbey Estate (tackling a patch at Lob Wood).  We’ve also 
made good progress on clearing stands along the north 
bank of the Wharfe from the Suspension Bridge 
downstream and we’re finishing off in style clearing 
awkward patches growing amongst gorse, neAles and 
brambles at various sites on the Moorside.  It’s now a 
race against Jme to complete the job before the seeds 

ripen.   Thanks to our incredible volunteers especially those who come out mulJple Jmes per 
week and thanks to Jan Hindle for master-minding the operaJon. 

Faecal bacteria in the Wharfe 

We have now been monitoring faecal bacteria populaJons 
in the Wharfe around Ilkley and Addingham for three years.  
Last year, working together with the Ilkley Clean River 
Group and Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust we organised a 
ciJzen science survey of the whole Wharfe from 
Oughtershaw to the Ouse.  This year we have several 
projects underway, studying more closely sources of 
polluJon in Upper Wharfedale, studying more closely 
sources of polluJon from urban areas in Ilkley and, just 
beginning, helping Isabel Douterelo of Sheffield University 
in her research aAempJng to differenJate human from 
agricultural livestock sources of faecal bacteria, especially 
E. coli, using DNA.   Samples for DNA analysis need larger volumes of water! 

Primary school ponds and wetland 

Our work creaJng a wetland nature reserve for the Primary School is nearlng compleJon. There are 
two ponds and nine wetland scrapes of different size and depth now occupying the site once used 
for high and long jumping. The whole site is protected by a perimeter fence and the large pond 
(which has a maximum depth of 50 cm) will itself be fenced off.  Safety fencing is scheduled to take 



place over the summer holidays and the site will be ready for use 
as an outdoor educaJonal site next term.  Year 3 pupils came on 
site just before the end of last term to help plant out the scrapes 
with wetland species such as purple loosestrife, king cups and 
brooklime.  Unfortunately the wetland became a dryland very 
quickly for a period of Jme but our AEG volunteers organised a 
watering rota to keep the young plants alive.  It will take a 
number of years for the ponds and wetland scrapes to mature 
but the children should have fun watching things grow and seeing 
the site being gradually colonised by newts, frogs and dragonflies 
(hopefully!). 

Tree guards in Swarthghyll 

Finally, at the end of July at 
the invitaJon of Councillor Wes Wilcox we had a very enjoyable 
awayday at the top of Wharfedale.  It was a real busman’s 
holiday, clearing redundant tree guards on the track into 
Swarthghyll Farm. We managed to salvage some for re-use. 
But the highlight was our picnic lunch of delicious sandwiches 
and cakes provided by Sarah Mayo. 


