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Himalayan balsam bashing

Our Himalayan balsam bashing season is 
now well underway. After four years of 
hard work by our wonderful volunteers 
and the support of landowners and 
farmers we have now cleared most of the 
balsam from Addingham Moorside.  So 
this year we’re tackling the West Hall 
tributary on the north bank of the Wharfe, 
a large stand of balsam on the Low Mill 
Lane island and stands occurring along 
the main river working upstream with 
Bolton Abbey staff and downstream along the Dalesway with Karen Shackleton and the 
Ilkley Clean River Group. 

At the moment there is little water in Town Beck.  Its bed in places is completely dry 
allowing easy access along the beck and onto the Island at Low Mill.  We made a really 
good start with our fearless Addingham Guides group and their leaders.  Thanks to 
them!

Our balsam bashing season extends to the end of July and we’re out three times a week 
on Monday evenings (7 pm), Thursday and Saturday mornings (10 am).  If you would 
like to join in contact Rick or Jan using the aeg@addingham.info email address.

Silsden Beck

On Saturday 26th June Rick and Maire 
took time out from balsam bashing to help 
Caroline Whitaker launch her new Silsden 
Beck Group.  Silsden Beck has many 
similarities with our Town Beck as it rises 
in agricultural land and flows through the 
middle of the town. In many places it’s 
hidden from view.  The exception of course 
is the Duck Pond in the town centre.

The launch was a great success.  It was 
supported enthusiastically by volunteers 
from the Aire Rivers Trust and by the 
Environment Agency.  We’re looking forward to sharing ideas and working together in 
the future.  There’s plenty of balsam to bash for a start.
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The Addingham Jumble Trail

Here’s a date for your diary. On Sunday 12th September we will be running our first 
village Jumble Trail.  We will be inviting residents to bring out their unwanted (but good 
condition) household goods for sale at the front of their houses both to encourage re-use 
(rather than disposal) and to raise money for charity.

More details next time.  Please contact Dave or Sam on aeg@addingham.info if you’d 
like to take part or help in any way.
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