Addingham Environment Group
Water Walk

Google Maps links. The blue markers on
the map circles are linked to Google Maps.
Tap a marker and its position will be displayed on Google Maps. If you have location enabled it will also show where
you’re standing.
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Total ascent 52m (170 ft.)

1. Burnside - SW 1

2. Bridge 55 - SW 2

3. School Wetland Reserve - SW 3

4. Wine Beck and Wharfe - SW 4

5. Dawson Crossley Field - SW 5

6. North St. Footbridge - SW 6

7. Church Field Fishponds- SW 7

8. Church Field Footbridge - SW 8

9. Low Mill Lane - SW 9

10. River Wharfe - SW 10

11. Low Mill Weir - SW 11

12. Pumping Station Storm Overflow - SW 12

13. Pumping Station - SW 13

14. Hallcroft - SW 14

15. Saw Mill Dam - SW 15

16. Aynholme Bridge - SW 16

Click here for
more information

For more information about Points of
Interest, click the link or scan the QR code
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Addingham Environment Group
Water Walk
Easy grade. 5.2km (3.2 miles) Total ascent 52m (170 ft.) Good paths; no stiles
Liability: While every care has been taken in the preparation of these self-guided walks, please note that Addingham Civic Society does not accept any liability relating to personal injury or illness, loss or damage to personal property, or any other unforeseen events that might occur during your walk.

Click a heading and its position will be displayed on Google Maps, if
you have location enabled it will also show where you are standing.
SW 1 Burnside
The walk starts at Burnside, situated on the south side of Main St., just
above the Newsagent and opposite the entrance to Chapel Street.
This is Town Beck. It is one of Addingham’s four main becks. It runs down
through the village, is joined by Back Beck in the Garth and flows through
Church Field before entering the River Wharfe at Low Mill.
The green box houses a River Level Recorder one of many along the Wharfe
and its tributaries providing the Environment Agency with a continuous record of changes in water level. The data are available in real time online.
https://riverlevels.uk/river-wharfe-addingham-addingham-town-beck#.YGyTZWRKi70.
This is a small green oasis, with a high diversity of beckside plants and chance to see brown trout and grey wagtails.
Walk down Main Street past The Swan Pub, the library and the managed Garden on the left (Hen Pen Garden), then turn left up
Sugar Hill. At the end of Sugar Hill turn right into Back Beck Lane. Straight ahead you’ll see Bridge 55 and just before it on the
left a footpath to return to after visiting the pool just beyond the bridge.
SW 2 Bridge 55
You have now crossed over into the catchment of Back Beck. At this point
Back Beck flows along the field boundary and under the old railway bridge
(Bridge 55).
The pool just beyond the bridge is a good place to see brown trout, but you
need to be quite tall to look over the wall into the pool. There are also signal crayfish in this stretch of the Beck but for now at least it seems that the
weir by Bridge 55 is an effective barrier to their further up-stream migration.
Retrace your steps back under the bridge and just after it take the footpath path to the right. Continue up the path which turns
sharp right at the top. About 125m further on as you leave the wooded area you’ll see the School Wetlands on your right.
SW 3 School Wetlands Reserve
Here you will see the new wetland nature reserve being created by the Environment Group for the benefit of the school. The hollows in the ground
are called scrapes and they are designed to fill and empty with water after
heavy rainfall as the water table rises and falls.
They occupy the site of the high jump court formerly used by children when
the school was a Middle School. To the right almost out of view is a pond
occupying the site of the old long jump landing pit. This has been fitted with
a rubber pond liner so water will be retained all year round providing a habitat for truly aquatic wildlife. A second smaller pond is being created to increase further the diversity of wetland habitats in the reserve.
Click here for
more information
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Continue on the path and bending right on to the farm track leading down to Bolton Road. At Bolton Road cross over, turn left
and continue across Bark Lane then a little further on turn right at High Mill Lane.
At the bottom of High Mill Lane turn left into the Olicana caravan park. About 75m on just after passing the last log cabin you’ll
be on the bridge that crosses Wine Beck.
SW 4 Wine Beck and Wharfe
You are now standing on the Dalesway footpath at the point it crosses
Wine Beck just before the beck meets the Wharfe. We don’t know the
origin of the name, Wine Beck, although it is unlikely to be linked to wine…
The beck, although only small, is one of Addingham’s four main becks. It
rises close to Chelker Reservoir and flows through farmland before being
culverted under Bolton Road. It passes by the western end of the Paddock
Caravan Site that sits just above the Olicana site. The beck was recently
polluted by effluent from a poorly maintained septic tank.

Retrace your steps to the bottom of High Mill Lane and continue straight on taking the footpath that leads into Dawson Crossley Field.

SW 5 Dawson Crossley Field
You are now in the Dawson Crossley Field, a small piece of land with about a
100m frontage along the riverbank. This land was donated to the village by
John Crossley and Joshua Dawson to the Overseers of the Poor of
Addingham in 1685-6.
There is a blue plaque erected by Addingham Civic Society at the entrance to
the field to commemorate the donation. It is a field for the free use of all
and gives Addingham residents the right to fish along the riverbank at no
cost.
The non-native invasive plant, Himalayan balsam occurs along the riverbank. It’s a plant the Environment Group is attempting
to eradicate in the village.
Continue ahead on the footpath and at the suspension bridge path take the steps up to Bark Lane. Turn left and continue on
the pavement to near the bottom of the downhill section of the road to a footpath on your left signposted for the Dales Way. A
little way along the path you come to a small bridge.
SW 6 North Street Footbridge
The Footbridge over Town Beck into Church Field provides a good view of
the bed of the beck both upstream and downstream. Standing on the
bridge looking upstream, patience is needed, but it is often possible to see
signal crayfish moving around slowly in the water.
If you turn around and look downstream you will see the road bridge into
Church Field. Down to the right is the opening of an old land drain. There
are many drains such as this one bringing (poor quality) surface water into
the beck at different places through the village.

Click here for
more information
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Over the bridge turn left towards the church.
SW 7 Church Field Fishponds
On the left and right of the path towards the Church are two former medieval fishponds. The one on the left fills with water after heavy rainfall and
both ponds contain water after very heavy rainfall, especially in the winter
months when the local water table is high.
The ponds were probably built in medieval times to hold fish such as trout.
At that time Church Field would have been a field used to grow crops. It
belonged to the village Manor House, a house that was situated on the
bank of the Wharfe just to the west of the present day Church Hall. It famously disappeared due to river bank erosion.
Veer right on to the grass and follow the trodden route straight on the footbridge.
SW 8 Church Field Footbridge
Note: If you are following this route on the 15 or 16th May 2021 as part of
Addingham Environment Groups Environment Weekend, please consult
your special programme for activities scheduled in the field.

At some stage, certainly before the first accurate maps of the village were
drawn in the mid-19th century the channel of Town Beck was re-aligned to
run around the edge of Church Field, creating land less prone to flooding
and easier to cultivate. This point on the beck is a good place to observe life
in the beck. The bend on the beck approximately 60m upstream of the
footbridge provides good access for sampling. Conditions have deteriorated considerably since the 1990s when native white-clawed crayfish occurred here and brown trout were common. Today
there are relatively few trout and native crayfish have been replaced by the invasive signal crayfish.
Cross the footbridge and on up to Old Mill Lane, turn left and continue to near the end of the high wall of Holme House and a
street lamp on the left.
SW 9 Low Mill Lane
At approximately this point Town Beck divides into two with one arm flowing north to meet the Wharfe and the other following the line of the lane
and meeting the Wharfe just before the entrance to Low Mill.
The split in the beck at this point creates an island along the south bank of
the river. In high river levels the direction of water flow is reversed with
river water flowing into the beck, preventing water from Town Beck escaping into the river causing a back-up of water and local flooding.
The island itself is a valuable wildlife area. It is home to a wide variety of
birds, but it is becoming increasingly infested with Himalayan Balsam. The Environment Group is planning to remove it over
coming years.
Continue along Low Mill Lane to reach three steps and Point 10.

Click here for
more information
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SW 10 River Wharfe
This is another good place to take a look at the Wharfe and wildlife, especially birds, associated with the river. Grey heron, cormorants, oyster catchers and little egrets are frequently seen as well as several species of duck,
such as goosander and mandarin.
It’s also the point at which the main Town Beck channel meets the river as
can be seen by looking over the riverbank to the left. This is the main entry
and exit point for trout moving between the beck and the main river so its
depth is important, especially in autumn as adult trout move into the becks
to spawn.
Go up and over the steps and straight on through the village and go left around the last house on your left.
SW 11 Low Mill Weir
The original weir was built to provide a head of water to drive the water
wheel at Low Mill when the first mill was built on this site at the end of the
18th century. It has been rebuilt and repaired a number of times since then,
most notably in 1973 when the Environment Agency installed a flow gauging
station, one of a number of similar sites along the length of the Wharfe.
Real time changes in water level at this site can be seen online here: https://
flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/station/8001.
The EA intend to install a fish pass in 2022, aiming eventually to allow salmon passage upstream to Bolton Abbey and beyond. Salmon were common
here in the past. They were gradually lost in the 19th century as weirs constructed to drive water wheels created barriers to
migration and as industrialisation and population growth caused severe water pollution in the Humber estuary.
Continue along Old Lane for 200m to the large black iron gates on your right.
SW 12 Pumping Station Storm Overflow
You are now standing on the bridge by the tall iron gates leading into a
field. The bridge is crossing the channel of the old mill race, now called Mill
Stream. The steel pipe crossing the channel alongside the bridge was constructed in the 1970s to take sewage from Addingham to be treated at the
Ashlands Sewage Treatment Works (STW) in Ilkley.
The Mill Stream now carries very little water as it is no longer connected to
the Wharfe at its upper end. However, this channel receives very large volumes of untreated sewage effluent after very heavy rainfall when the capacity of the storm overflow tanks at the nearby Pumping Station (see SW
13) is exceeded.
Unfortunately, unless you go down the lane a little way, turn into the woodland on your right and push through the thorney
undergrowth, you are unable to see the point of discharge. Discharges only occur on a few occasions each year but on those
occasions the whole channel rapidly fills with dilute untreated sewage. The Environment Group is working with the Ilkley Clean
River Group to draw attention to the problem of untreated sewage spills of this kind in the Wharfe.
Continue along Old Lane to the T junction and turn right on the pavement. About 200m further on look out for a lane on the
right with a blue Yorkshire Water sign.

Click here for
more information
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SW 13 Pumping Station
You are now at the entrance to the short lane leading to Yorkshire Water’s
Addingham Pumping Station. Addingham used to have its own Sewage
Treatment Works on this site.
The works were closed in the early 1970s when the site was repurposed as a
pumping station taking foul water from Addingham by pipe down to the
Ashlands STW in Ilkley. The pipe goes across the Mill Stream under the river,
across the Ilkley Golf Course, and reaches Ashlands via the underside of the
Footbridge on the Crumwheel corner.
Continue on the pavement for about 400m to reach Hallcroft Drive on your right.
SW 14 Hallcroft
This is the entrance to the Hallcroft Estate. You have just crossed a culvert
under the road that carries a very small watercourse called Green Dyke.
It starts on the slopes above the telephone exchange, is culverted below
the main road into the village, emerges in the woodland opposite, runs
alongside the road in the woodland before being culverted under the road.
It eventually joins Town Beck in the grounds of the Old Rectory.

The grill protecting the culvert across the road in the woodland often becomes blocked by leaves and small branches causing flooding across the
road at this point. Culvert grills such as this occur throughout the village. They need, but don’t receive, regular maintenance!
Continue along the pavement to the T junction with Church Street, cross over, turn left then immediately right on to Main
Street. When you reach the Co-op shop turn right immediately after it on to Saw Mill Lane. Follow the road to the end then
straight ahead on to the footpath that runs around the Saw Mill pond.
SW 15 Saw Mill Dam
The Saw Mill Pond is the largest body of standing water in the village. It was
built in the early part of the nineteenth century to provide water power for
Fentiman’s textile mill. After the textile mill closed it became the village Saw
Mill, owned by the Brears family. You may have noticed the blue plaque on
the wall of the house marking the Brears legacy as you came towards the
cottages.
When the Saw Mill closed in the late 1990s the mill buildings were converted into private homes and the mill pond came into the common ownership
of the residents.
At that time the pond was dry and trees, mainly sycamore, had colonised the dry bed. One of the planning conditions for the
conversion of the former mill buildings into homes was the restoration of the pond. Addingham Civic Society volunteers
helped to clear the trees in 2004 and created the pond as it is today.
The pond is in poor ecological condition, it has an unreliable water supply from Town Beck and suffers from excessive shading
by tall trees. Most problematically the large number of ducks on the pond keep the water turbid disturbing the sediment as
they feed and preventing the growth of aquatic plants.

Click here for
more information
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Continue around the pond and through the gate to Bolton Road.
CAUTION: There is no pavement and traffic is approaching from your right around a blind corner.
Cross the road then the small footbridge over Town Beck.
SW 16 Aynholme Bridge
Once you have crossed the footbridge from Bolton Road into the Garth look
back at the beck just upstream of the footbridge where you can see the
opening at the base of the wall that takes water from Town Beck to the
Pond. At the downstream side of the footbridge you can also see a barrier
across the beck that has been recently installed by a village resident in an
attempt to increase the water level of the beck at this point and increase
flow into the goit.
Further downstream you will see the point at which Back Beck combines
with Town Beck just before flowing under Aynholme Bridge. Water flow
under the bridge can be extremely high in stormy weather. The low-lying
eastern part of the Garth can become occupied by floodwater, partly through groundwater rising but also, in extreme conditions, when Town Beck breaks its banks as it tries to follow its constrained channel around the houses upstream.

From here you can return to Main Street taking the path upstream with Bolton Road on your left.

We hoped you enjoyed the walk. More information for each of these Points of Interest can be found on our website using the
QR codes on this page. If you can add to or correct our story in any way please get in touch via aeg@addingham.info

Click here for
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