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Lower Marchup: Marchup Beck headwaters  

and riparian tree planting  

 

This is Marchup Beck.  Marchup is the name given to 

Town Beck in its upper reaches above the village.  

Two small headwater tributaries come together 

here, one rising on the northern flanks of Counter 

Hill and the other close to Cringles.   

The two small becks look identical but chemical and 

biological analysis of samples from the two becks 

shows that the one on the left looking upstream is in 

poorer ecological condition, probably due to 

nutrient pollution from septic tanks serving the 

small Lower Marchup hamlet. 

Further upstream on the right hand tributary just beyond the 
modern barn the sides of the beck have been very recently 
planted (Feb 2021) with native trees by the local farmer.  It can’t 
be seen from this point but comes into view if you walk up the 
field to the north about 50 m.   
 
The tree planting was funded by a grant from the Environment 
Agency’s Water Improvement Funding Riparian Tree Scheme, 
designed specifically for planting trees along the edges of water 
courses. The idea is to create a riparian buffer strip by fencing off 
the banks at the top of the slope to prevent sheep and cows 

accessing the beck to drink causing soil erosion and nutrient pollution.  
The growing trees will provide a habitat for wildlife and sequester 
carbon from the atmosphere.  Such riparian planting is becoming 
increasingly popular in the Yorkshire Dales and the Environment 
Group is working with landowners elsewhere in the village to identify 
sites where similar schemes can be put in place. 
 
In this project the Environment Group worked closely with the local 
farmer from Lower Marchup and the Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust.  The 
saplings were planted with protective guards by re-using guards no 
longer required and removed from seven-year old trees at Cuckoo 
Nest Farm on Addingham Moorside.  Our volunteers repaired them 
using duct tape and cable ties. 


