
Addingham Environment Group 

Zero Carbon Addingham 

Notes from mee*ng held at 6 Moor Lane Cro5 on Monday 11th March 2019 

Present: John Sykes, Richard Walton, Rick BaFarbee, Jackie Olive.  Apologies: Norman Jones 

1. Solar panel demo – Richard to design a fixed structure to hold the demo solar panel  
outside the school and to create a novel demonstra*on to illustrate its func*on when the 
sun shines 

2. Solar on School roof – John reported on progress with the school. Despite the enthusiasm of 
the School Governors to have solar panels installed it has proved impossible to overcome the 
hurdles (the need for a structural survey and an EPC cer*ficate, and iden*fy a source of 
funding) before the termina*on date for feed-in-tariffs at the end of March.  However, given 
the importance of the ini*a*ve and the level interest shown by the school  we decided we 
should establish whether the school would be interested in working together to achieve the 
same objec*ve albeit on a longer *me-scale and as part of a much broader ini*a*ve to make 
the school carbon neutral by 2025.  This might mean for example, adding more energy 
efficiency measures, installing solar panels and replacing the exis*ng boiler with a ground-
source heat pump when the boiler is ready for replacement.  Ac>on – John to write to Hilary 
Cave to explore this idea, including exploring how we could help the school raise funds 
through a community scheme. 

3. Energy efficiency in the Memorial Hall – John reported arrangements in place for Mark 
Beswick to carry out a survey on Thursday 14th March with Norman and Richard. Agreed that  
recommenda*ons in Mark’s report need to be available to present to the Mem Hall 
commiFee at their next mee*ng (date needs to be obtained).  We were not certain whether 
Mark would wish to bill us for his services, as he had previously indicated he was willing to 
waive his £250.00 fee on the understanding that more funded work might be obtained in the 
village. We agreed that were he to iden*fy significant savings then the Mem Hall CommiFee 
should be asked/expected to pay.  However, we the Environment Group, might need to find 
the funds in the short term.  Ac>on: Rick to seek the views of the AEG commiHee to agree a 
backstop. 

It was also agreed that we should draw up a list of other public and commercial buildings 
(e.g. the Townhead trading estate) where energy efficiencies could be improved, approach 
the owners to encourage them to follow the example set by the Mem Hall. 

4. Carbon Footprint Measurements.  Rick reported that 29 people had now submiFed their C 
footprint figures and that the current village average of 11.1 was somewhat greater than the 
na*onal average taken as 10.5 on the WWF website.  We agreed it would be useful to have 



more data from different parts of the village but, as a rela*vely wealthy village, with many 
residents flying frequently it might be expected that our footprint would be higher than 
some other parts of the country.  Ac>on, Rick to keep solici>ng submissions. 

5. Improving the energy efficiency of older buildings.  Agreed that we should use the report 
issued by the Na*onal Conserva*on Centre of Historic Scotland when approaching those 
responsible for other buildings (in 3 above).  

6. Electric vehicles and charging points.  Agreed the need for further informa*on on systems 
and costs for charging points before approaching poten*al site-owners.  Agreed that 
businesses such as the Craven Heifer where there were overnight stays might be aFracted.  
Richard reported that there were electric cars in the village and that their owners may be 
willing to demonstrate them on the Environment Weekend (18th May).  Ac>on (who?) to 
research systems and costs and draw up a list of poten>al sites for installa*on of charging 
points. 

7. Raising awareness – no further progress, but the Environment Day on May 18th provides a 
good opportunity to outline our plans and progress 

8. Links with other groups – Rick reported on a mee*ng he had been to in Otley chaired by 
Andy Boyle to discuss the possibility of building a consor*um of groups in Wharfedale to 
apply for Government funds to set up a smart, local community energy scheme.  Rick to 
circulate a copy of the proposal outline. 

John and Jackie will be aFending another Otley mee*ng on local energy ini*a*ves on 
Tuesday 19th March. 

9. Cycle routes – no progress, but noted that the proposed route of the Pool – Addingham 
cycleway would be largely of recrea*onal value and not alleviate road conges*on between 
Addingham and Ilkley. 

10.  Civic Society mee>ng on April 11th – agreed that this mee*ng should focus on our zero 
carbon work.  A5er an introduc*on about the wider work of the AEG by Rick and an update 
on Green Spaces by Jan, John would describe the range of ini*a*ves we are taking e.g. with 
the Mem Hall, the School, etc, and then a5er the break Rick would talk briefly about the 
WWF carbon footprint calculator and introduce a breakout session.  CharloFe Simons of 
YDRT has agreed to facilitate.  We would ask the audience to work in groups to address a 
number of ques*ons such as “what ac*ons should Addingham residents take collec*vely or 



individually to reduce their carbon footprint?”  “How can we encourage or persuade the 
wider community in the village to reduce their carbon footprint?” etc.  Details to be agreed 
at the next mee*ng on April 1st. 

11. Environment Day May 18th – agreed that we should have an electric car available.  Richard 
agreed to organise.  It was also agreed that we would have a stall, details yet to be decided, 
although it would include the WWF carbon footprint work and could possibly focus on 
sourcing energy from green suppliers through community schemes.  Details to be decided at 
the next mee*ng on April 1st. 

Date of next mee>ng: April 1st, 5 pm, John’s house.


