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Working with the Primary School 

For our last working session of 2018 we 
cleared brambles to create a path between 
the Primary School yard and Back Beck giving 
access to the beck and to the woodland that 
runs alongside either side of the beck. It’s 
only a small area but it’s nevertheless quite a 
special place for nature.  Hopefully it will 
provide some rewarding wildlife experiences 
for the youngsters right on their doorstep. 
Thanks to Jim, John, Peter, Vanessa (wielding 
spades and bow saws), Jayden (chief liLer 
picker), and Gill (drinks and the biscuit Nn), 
and thanks too to Headteacher Hilary Cave 
for her support and her invitaNon to work more closely with the school this year. 

We will be meeNng with Hilary, and her staff and Governors, later this month to discuss a range of 
ideas involving the whole school community including developing the perimeter of the field inside 
and outside the new fence as a wildlife corridor and working with Yorkshire Water on a flood 
control iniNaNve.  This will involve collecNng rainwater from the school roof to prevent it running 
off directly into the sewer system.   These and other iniNaNves are not only intended to be of 
environmental benefit but also to fit into the school curriculum and provide a range of educaNonal 
opportuniNes for the children. 

Zero carbon Addingham 

As you may remember (see November 2018 NewsleLer) we are using the WWF carbon calculator 
(hLps://footprint.wwf.org.uk/)  for our community project on carbon footprints in the village.  
Once you have answered a series of simple quesNons about your lifestyle the website calculates a 
personal carbon footprint for you and expresses it both in tonnes per annum and as a percentage 
of the naNonal average.  We are then asking you to send your results in to aeg@addingham.info  so 
that we can calculate a village average.  So far values sent in range from 7.4 to 16.8 tonnes with a 

mean (n=19) of 11.2 tonnes.  Compared to a naNonal 
average, assumed by the calculator to be 10.5 
tonnes, it appears we have a significantly higher 
carbon footprint than the country at large.  Long-
haul flights seem to be the biggest problem!  The 
figure might go down as more people submit their 
data, but perhaps not.  Do please use the calculator 
and send in your results!  More importantly conNnue 

to find ways to reduce your footprint!  

The 4Becks Project 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
mailto:aeg@addingham.info


We have had a tremendous response to our 
flooding quesNonnaire survey on the Boxing 
Day 2015 flood.  Thanks are due especially to 
our beck stewards who have been out and 
about in the village knocking on doors, 
distribuNng leaflets and quesNonnaires and 
holding conversaNons about flooding with 
beckside residents.  We have had well over 50 
responses so far along with a range of excellent 
photos (see picture, courtesy of Helen Brooks) 
including some very impressive videos taken 
when the floodwaters were at their peak.  The 
next step is to collate the informaNon in the 
quesNonnaires and see what lessons we can learn from the data.  Helen Saunders, our new Project 
Officer, is now firmly in charge, and she will be leading the work.  We are planning to hold a village 
meeNng on flood preparedness later on in the year to provide feedback on the results from the 
quesNonnaire, to help residents become more aware of flooding issues and most importantly to 
help everyone to be beLer prepared for the next Nme – and there will be a next Nme! 

Plans for 2019 

Our Steering CommiLee will be meeNng soon to plan ahead for the coming year.  All our current 
projects will conNnue, including those menNoned above, but there will also be some new projects 
as well as new aspects to exisNng projects.  Watch this space!   

We should like to say thanks again to all those who supported us in 2018, especially those who 
turned out on Saturday mornings.  We hope you will conNnue to support us in 2019 and will be 
able to find the Nme to volunteer with us on forthcoming Saturdays (10 am to 12 noon as always) 
throughout this year, starNng on the 19th January.  And finally we welcome James (Gold) and 
Robert (Silver) Mann who are joining us this year as they work towards their Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards. 


