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Working with the Primary School 

The perimeter fence 

Following on from our work before Christmas crea6ng a short path between the school and Back 
Beck, we have now moved on to bigger things.  Headteacher Hilary Cave invited us to help create a 
nature corridor around the school, star6ng by removing the redundant old wooden perimeter 
fence that was in very poor repair. 

We put together a working party of 
Environment Group volunteers together 
with children and parents on Saturday 19th 
January and made rapid progress, 
removing roFen and broken rails and 
posts.  Thanks to a tremendous turnout 
not to men6on brute force, enthusiasm 
and not a liFle skill, we made great 
progress.  We are leaving the old wood on 
the ground to rot down in situ, providing 
habitat for mosses, fungi and 
invertebrates, especially beetles. 

The walk around the school now feels 
quite different.  There is a sense of walking through open woodland rather than along a narrow 
path and there are more opportuni6es to plant trees and introduce woodland flowers.  

The fence along the north-east border of the school has been deliberately leL in place. There the 
ground is open and naturally wet providing an ideal place between the inner and outer fence to 
create a wildlife wetland.  

Soak it Up 

Plans for the school to work with Yorkshire Water (YW) on a 
flood control ini6a6ve have also moved on apace.  YW and 
their project partners, The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) have 
already been in school to explain how their Soak it Up 
scheme works (hFps://www.yorkshirewater.com/soakitup ).  
YW will provide funds for materials and conduct educa6onal 
workshops with the children whilst YWT will design the 
scheme and supervise the work using volunteers later on in 
June.   

The idea is to use a SuDS (Sustainable Drainage System) 
approach to intercept the water from the roof and other hard surfaces, then use it, for example, to 
flow into a rain garden or into raised beds.  In this way the water is allowed to soak into the ground 
rather than be piped directly into the sewer or into the beck.   This helps to slow the flow of water 
and relieves pressure on the sewage treatment plant in Ilkley, or, in cases where surface water is 
piped into the becks, it decreases the impact of dirty water surging into the becks causing damage 

https://www.yorkshirewater.com/soakitup


to wildlife and wildlife habitats.  We will be developing the SuDS approach later in the year in other 
parts of the village as part of our award winning 4Becks Project. 


