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• The Housing Scru>ny Group chaired by Jan Hindle is making good progress 
developing environmental case studies for the plots in the village that have been 
allocated for poten:al housing.  The focus at the moment is on the design of 
biological surveys that are to be carried out through the coming year.  These are 
intended to iden:fy the wildflowers, trees and hedgerows, bu?erflies, bird and other 
wildlife popula:ons that might be destroyed or damaged by housing. We are basing 
our surveys on the recording methods used by the Wharfedale Naturalists Society 
and exploring links with na:onal and regional centres to find out how much exis:ng 
informa:on there is already for Addingham.  We are likely to need extra hands once 
spring arrives so please contact Rick if you have an interest in wildlife and want to 
help.  

• The Renewable Energy/Sustainable Housing team led by Richard Walton is also 
making progress.  The ques:onnaire designed to assess aHtudes to green energy in 
the village men:oned in last month’s report is being finalised.  We now need to 
decide who to ask.  We have obtained a complete list of households in the village 
from Bradford Electoral Services from which we intend to generate a random 
sample.  According to the list there are 1820 households in the village. Our plan is to 
take a 5% sample, that’s 91 households, pop the ques:onnaire through 91 le?er 
boxes and try to collect them all a few days later, hoping of course they have been 
filled in.  That is unlikely and we may be faced with the twin problem of too few 
replies and a bias towards people who enjoy filling in forms.  We are seeking advice 
from academics at Leeds University but if anyone has any bright ideas how to 
“persuade” residents to complete the ques:onnaire, please let Richard or Rick know.   

• Quite separately, we would like to thank all those who have joined the Environment  
Group so far, many are Civic Society members, many are not.  Please spread the 
word and encourage friends and neighbours to join our group by contac:ng Jim or 
Rick.  And here’s the incen:ve: not only do we need to promote the idea of caring 
for our natural environment and the need to live sustainably but academic research 
is beginning to show that the natural environment is important for human wellbeing.  
In fact there is a hypothesis that environmental volunteering may be one means by 
which individuals may gain improved mental as well as physical health! 

• Finally, this month’s recommenda:on for being Green in Addingham: Bradford are 
offering an improved recycling service, star:ng from March 1st.   Follow their 
instruc:ons: reduce waste, re-use as much as you can, and if you can’t re-use, 
recycle.  All recycling material can now go in one bin and more items can be re-
cycled.


