Addingham Environment Group
Bird Report
2020

Summary

This is a review of the 2042 sightings of birds reported from in and around Addingham in 2020 (an increase
compared with the 1035 reports in 2019). We had 83 different species reported including 8 new to
Addingham species. There were 41 species reported from gardens including 10 gardens reporting a
Sparrowhawk and 6 reporting a Great Spotted Woodpecker. Forty-one species were reported from along the
River Wharfe including Grey Heron, Little Egret and Kingfisher. We also started walking regular monthly bird
transects which will enable us to look at trends in species and abundance, in future years.
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Overview

This is our third full year of recording the birds identified in and around Addingham. A list of bird species
reported during 2020 can be seen in Appendix 1. An overview of where the species were reported can be
seen in Appendix 8. The numbers of species reported each year has increased along with the number of
reports received. On average we received 170 reported sightings each month during 2020. Thank you to the
growing number of residents who contribute. (See Appendix 9)
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Over the years we have had 90 different species reported; however, in each of the individual three years we
have never had all 90 species reported. In 2020 we had six new species (first time reported in Addingham)
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see Table 1 and there were 7 species not reported during 2020 (Table 2)

Table 1: New species for 2020

Common gull (Larus canus)
Common raven (Corvus corax)
Green woodpecker (Picus viridis)
Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus)
Mute swan (Cygnus olor)

Red grouse (Lagopus lagopus)
Skylark (Alauda arvensis)

Spotted flycatcher (Muscicapa striata)

First date reported and location

22/02/2020
20/09/2020
13/07/2020
15/04/2020
08/10/2020
19/12/2020
17/04/2020
13/06/2020

South Field (SE073495)

Black Hill, Addingham High Moor (SE072472)
R Wharfe, upstream Olicana Park (SE081506)
Flying over Main Street (SE076498)

Chelker Res. (SE053516)

Addingham High Moor (SE075471)

Turner Lane / Cocking Lane (SE063483)

Steg Holes, Addingham Moorside (SE077483)

Tablet 2: Not reported in 2020
Golden plover

Grey partridge

Lesser black-backed gull
Redstart

Snipe

Snow bunting

Stonechat

Addingham Environment Group
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Gardens

We had reports of 41 different species from 21 gardens and this is an increase from 38 species reported in
2019 (see Appendix 2). The Blue tit and Long-tailed tit were reported from the greatest number of gardens

Table 3: Species most widely No of (see Table 3), but interestingly the Nuthatch and
reported from gardens (2020) gardens Sparrowhawk, birds not usually thought of as garden
Blue tit 13 | birds, appear in the top ten. Although it is too early to
Long-tailed tit 13 | see any trends in these data, Bullfinches, Blackcaps and
Blackbird 12 | Long-tailed tits were reported from more gardens this
Dunnock 11 | year than in previous years. On the other hand,

House sparrow 11 | Greenfinches reports have gone down. To enable us to
Wren 11 | monitor trends we encourage you to make regular
Magpie 10 | recordings from your garden. Ideally once a month for
Nuthatch 10 30-60 minutes (with a cup of coffee and a biscuit!) at
Robin 10 approximately the same time of day. Record all the
Sparrowhawk 10 species you see. Same format as the RSPB Big Garden

Bird Watch. We can provide recording forms if you
want or just send us an email each month with a list of species and number seen at any one time. Itis
important that you are specific about the species. If you are not sure don’t report — ideally take a photo or
send us a description. Don’t forget to wash your feeder regularly to prevent the spread of infection.

Blackcap (on r'@ht) — David Austin

Greenfinch — Chris Acomb
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Becks and River Wharfe

We are fortunate having several becks in and around the village. There were 29 different species reported
from along and beside the becks (Appendix 3). This is fewer than the 37 species in 2019. Most reports in
2020 were from Town Beck — it is the longest beck that flows through the village and probably walked along
the most frequently. However, we also had several reports from Back Beck and a couple from Marchup
Ghyll (before it becomes Town Beck). Pairs of Grey wagtails were seen along Town Beck near Main Street
and also near North Street. A kingfisher was reported from Marchup Ghyll, Back Beck and the Saw Mill
Pond. As many of you already know the Saw Mill pond is frequented by Mallard ducks. We had a report of
45 all at one time!

We had 46 different bird species reported from along the River Wharfe (Appendix 4). The river and its banks
provide a good environment for a wide range of birds both those associated with water but also for those
that are at home in trees, bushes, and scrub. The Grey Heron, Goosander and Mandarin duck have been
seen all along the river. A Little Egret was reported by several people during the year with locations ranging
from below the suspension bridge to below Low Mill weir. Little Egrets were infrequently seen anywhere in
the UK prior to 1989 so interesting that we have at least one resident. We also had a juvenile cormorant
reported in November.

Little egret near Low:Mill Lane
- Debs Griffths

Juvenile cormorant
- Anne Clarke
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Potential Development / building sites

For the last 2 years we have recorded bird reports that come from areas around the village that were
designated potential building sites as part of the Addingham Neighbourhood Development Plan. Although
there were 16 original designated potential sites, we had limited reports from most of these sites. We did
have a reasonable number of reports from 5 sites (Appendix 5). This shows a wide range of birds regularly
found in South Field, Brogden Meadow and Newlands Field. Including regular sightings of one of the Barn
owls in the old Ash Tree in Newlands field. Most people report seeing one Barn owl but there have been
some reports of a second also being seen.

Curlews have been reported on 11 occasions from the South Field (Green Belt) area; important because of
the national decline in curlews and who doesn’t like to hear curlews calling.

Selected Species Locations

Owls

I’'m sure most of us have heard owls hooting this winter. The hooting call most of us recognise as an owl is
typical of the Tawny owl. The Little owls and Barn owls have a different calls. Although I've heard the Tawny
owl hooting, | couldn’t see it or tell where it was calling from, so | didn’t add it to our records. Below is a list
of where various AEG members have reported owls. In 2019 we put up two Barn owl boxes: one in a tree
near Cat Steps and the second in another tree a couple of hundred metres north east of Cat Steps. Next time
you are walking up there have a look. So far, no reported Barn owls inhabiting the boxes but 2021 might be a
lucky year.

Table 4: Where owls were reported 2020

Barn owl (Tyto alba)

Field N of Springfield Mt
Addingham Moorside
Field W of Brogden Fields
Field top Stockinger Ln
Great Meadow
Newlands Field
Addingham Low Moor

Little Owl (Athene noctua)

Addingham Environment Group

Addingham Low Moor
Path N of Highfield Farm

Tawny Owl (Strix aluco)

Bird Report 2020

Beacon St

Bolton Rd / Bark Lane
Bracken Ghyll Golf Course
Sycamore Dr

Field W of Brogden Field
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Upland waders

An important group of species that includes Curlews, Oystercatchers, Lapwings, Golden plovers and Snipe.
We had no reports of Golden plovers or Snipe in 2020 but good sightings of the other three.

Curlew (Numenius arquata)

Nationally curlews are in decline, thought largely to be the result of loss of habitat (they like rough pastures
and moorland bogs). We had 39 reports of curlews in and around Addingham. Mostly the birds were seen
flying over fields. It is important we record where they land, feed and nest.

Table 5: Areas in and around Addingham where curlews have been reported
Addingham Low Moor 6 reports
Bracken Ghyll Golf Course and surrounding fields 3 reports

The Street area and surrounding fields 3 reports
Addingham Moorside 5 reports

R Wharfe below High Mill and surrounding fields 3 reports

R Wharfe above High Mill and surrounding fields 4 reports
Cricket fields and surrounding fields 4 reports
South Field, Brogden field and nearby fields 11 reports

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus)
Oystercatchers are another upland wader that is in decline because of loss of habitat. We had 14 reports in
2020 which compares with only 8 reports in 2019.

Table 6 Areas in and around Addingham where Oystercatchers have been reported
R Wharfe above High Mill and surrounding fields 6 reports

R Wharfe below High Mill and surrounding fields 5 reports
Addingham Low Moor 2 reports
Addingham Moorside 1 report

Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus)
12 reports of Lapwings in 2020. Some of these reports were of reasonably large numbers (40+).

Table 7 Areas in and around Addingham where Lapwings have been reorted
Addingham Moorside 3 reports
Addingham Low Moor 6 reports
Fields near Chelker reservoir 2 reports
Cricket pitch and surrounding fields 1 reoprt
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Bird Transects

A transect is a path / walk along which one counts and records occurrences of species. We have started
some regular monthly bird transects to enable us, in future years, to look at trends in the number of species
and their abundance. Many thanks to the small group (Malcolm Secrett, Lesley Loughlin and David Austin)
who undertake Transect 1 and to Peter Miller for Transect 2 data. Over the year we have had reported 27
species from Transect 1 (see Appendix 6) and 27 species from Transect 2 (Appendix 7).

Transect 1
Number of species

17
12 13§13 12 13
i i

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Transect 2
Number of species

13

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Route

Saw Mill Lane

Saw Mill Pond

Bolton Road in front of Primary School
Path around Primary School playing fields
Back Beck Lane near Bridge 55

Sugar Hill

Route

Path behind The Sailor pub

Along the side of Great Meadow / Newlands Field
Hollow Lane

Along the side of South Field

Along the top of South Field to Browsfield Road

We are hoping to set up some more regular bird transects in 2021.

Addingham Environment Group
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Appendix 1: Bird species reported from in and around Addingham during 2020

Species (Common name) ‘ Species (latin name)

Species (Common name) ‘ Species (latin name)

Black-headed gull
Blackbird

Blackcap

Blue tit

Brambling
Bullfinch

Buzzard

Carrion crow
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff

Coal tit

Collared dove
Common gull
Common raven
Common sandpiper
Cormorant

Cuckoo

Curlew

Dipper

Dunnock

Fieldfare

Goldcrest
Goldfinch
Goosander

Great crested grebe
Great spotted woodpecker
Great tit
Greenfinch

Green woodpecker
Grey heron

Grey wagtail
Greylag goose

Hen Harrier

House martin
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay

Kestrel

Kingfisher

Lapwing

Lesser redpoll

Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Turdus merula
Sylvia atricapilla
Cyanistes caeruleus
Fringilla montifringilla
Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Buteo buteo

Corvus corone
Fringilla coelebs
Phylloscopus collybita
Periparus ater
Streptopelia decaocto
Larus canus

Corvus corax

Actitis hypoleucos
Phalacrocorax carbo
Cuculus canorus
Numenius arquata
Cinclus cinclus
Prunella modularis
Turdus pilaris
Regulus regulus
Carduelis carduelis
Mergus merganser
Podiceps cristatus
Dendrocopos Major
Parus major
Carduelis chloris
Picus viridis

Ardea cinerea
Motacilla cinerea
Anser anser

Circus cyaneus
Turdus merula
Passer domesticus
Corvus monedula
Garrulus glandarius
Falco tinnunculus
Alcedo atthis
Vanellus vanellus
Acanthis cabaret

Linnet

Little egret
Little owl
Long-tailed tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mandarin duck
Meadow pipit
Mistle thrush
Moorhen
Mute swan
Nuthatch
Oystercatcher
Pheasant

Pied wagtail
Red grouse
Red kite
Red-legged Partridge
Redwing
Reed bunting
Robin

Rock Dove
Rook

Sand martin
Siskin

Skylark

Song thrush
Sparrowhawk
Spotted flycatcher
Starling

Stock dove
Swallow

Swift

Tawny owl
Treecreeper
Tree sparrow
Tufted duck
Wheatear
Willow warbler
Woodpigeon
Wren

Linaria cannabina
Egretta parzetta
Athene noctua
Aegithalos caudatus
Pica pica

Anas platyrhynchos
Aix galericulata
Anthus pratensis
Turdus viscivorus
Gallinula chloropus
Cygnus olor

Sitta europaea
Haematopus ostralegus
Phasianus colchicus
Motacilla alba
Lagopus lagopus
Milvus milvus
Alectoris rufa
Turdus iliacus
Emberiza schoeniclus
Erithacus rubecula
Columba livia
Corvus frugilegus
Riparia riparia
Carduelis spinus
Alauda arvensis
Turdus philomelos
Accipiter nisus
Muscicapa striata
Sturnus vulgaris
Columba oenas
Hirundo rustica
Apus apus

Strix aluco

Certhia familiaris
Passer Montanus
Aythya fuligula
Oenanthe oenanthe
Phylloscopus trochilus
Columba palumbus
Troglodytes troglodytes

Addingham Environment Group
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Appendix 2: Bird species reported from Addingham gardens 2020

(Comparison with 2019)

2020

Species (Common name)

‘ No of gardens ‘

Barn owl
Blackbird
Blackcap

Blue tit
Brambling
Bullfinch
Buzzard
Carrion crow
Chaffinch
Coal tit
Collared dove
Dunnock
Goldcrest
Goldfinch
Great spotted woodpecker
Great tit
Greenfinch
House martin
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay

Kestrel

Lesser redpoll
Linnet
Long-tailed tit
Magpie
Mallard
Nuthatch
Pied wagtail
Redwing
Robin

Rock Dove
Rook

Siskin

Song thrush
Sparrowhawk
Starling

Stock dove
Swallow
Swift

Tawny owl
Treecreeper
Tree sparrow
Willow warbler
Woodpigeon
Wren
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Appendix 3: Bird species reported from the becks in Addingham 2020

(Comparison with 2019)

2020

No. of locations
along the becks

2019

No. of locations
along the becks

Blackbird
Blackcap

Blue tit
Bullfinch
Carrion crow
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff
Coal tit
Curlew
Dipper
Dunnock
Goldfinch
Great crested grebe
Great tit
Greenfinch
Grey heron
Grey wagtail
Greylag goose
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay

Kingfisher
Little egret
Long-tailed tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mandarin duck
Mistle thrush
Moorhen
Nuthatch
Oystercatcher
Pied wagtail
Robin

Rook

Song thrush
Swallow
Tawny owl
Treecreeper
Willow warbler
Woodpigeon
Wren

3
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Appendix 4: Bird species reported from River Wharfe in Addingham 2020

(Comparison with 2019)

Black-headed gull
Blackbird
Blackcap

Blue tit
Bullfinch
Buzzard
Carrion crow
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff

Coal tit
Common gull
Common sandpiper
Cormorant
Curlew

Dipper
Dunnock
Goldfinch
Goosander
Great spotted woodpecker
Great tit
Greenfinch
Green woodpecker
Grey heron
Grey wagtail
Greylag goose
House martin
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay

Kingfisher
Little egret
Long-tailed tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mandarin duck
Mistle thrush
Moorhen
Nuthatch
Oystercatcher
Pheasant

Pied wagtail

Continued on next page
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Birds reported from River Wharfe in Addingham 2020 Cont’d
(Comparison with 2019)

2020

No. of locations
along the River

2019

No. of locations
along the River

Red kite
Robin

Sand martin
Song thrush
Sparrowhawk
Swallow
Swift

Tawny owl
Treecreeper
Tree sparrow
Willow warbler
Woodpigeon
Wren
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Number of species
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Reports
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Appendix 5: Bird species reported from some potential building development sites in Addingham
(2020)

Number of reports from each location
AD/003 | AD/004 | AD/012 | AD/015 | AD/016

Barn owl 14 5 0 0
Blackbird 14 14
Blackcap 0
Blue tit 11
Brambling

Bullfinch

Buzzard

Carrion crow 1
Chaffinch

Common gull

Curlew

[EEN
o

AD/003 Brogden Meadow
& Ashlands Field

AD/004  South Field
(Green belt)
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AD/012 Moor Lane

e

AD/015  Sugar Hill

=
R

Dunnock AD/016 The Garth
Fieldfare
Goldfinch
Great tit
Greenfinch
House martin
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay
Long-tailed tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mistle thrush
Pheasant
Pied wagtail
Red kite
Redwing
Robin

Rook

Song thrush
Sparrowhawk
Starling

Stock dove
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Appendix 6: Transect 1 (Sawmill pond, path around Primary School & Sugar Hill)

Abundance (No. of birds) recorded along transect

‘ Jan ‘ Feb | Mar

Apr | May ‘Jun |Jul | Aug | Sep ‘ Oct ‘ Nov | Dec

Black-headed gull 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0
Blackbird 9 9 8 8 1 12 11 5 19
Blackcap 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blue tit 5 0 0 1 2 14 2 7 4
Carrion crow 1 0 3 2 0 1 1 0 1
Chiffchaff 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Coal tit 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0
Dunnock 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0
Goldcrest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Great tit 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0
Greenfinch 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
House martin 0 0 0 8 3 0 0 0 0
House sparrow 4 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
Jackdaw 3 5 11 3 11 2 0 17 3
Long-tailed tit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3
Magpie 2 0 3 8 2 2 11 11 6
Mallard 1 8 16 36 45 34 34 34 25
Moorhen 1 1 1 3 0 1 1 1 2
Robin 3 1 2 2 5 9 5 4 3
Rook 0 2 0 1 0 0 4 0 1
Song thrush 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Starling 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Swallow 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0
Swift 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Treecreeper 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0
Woodpigeon 3 2 5 10 2 8 1 0 2
Wren 0 1 5 1 1 2 2 0 1

Numberof species | 12| 10| 10| 17| 10| 13| 13| 12| 13
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Appendix 7: Transect 2 (Newlands Field, Brogden Meadow and South Field)

Abundance (No. of birds) recorded along transect

‘Jan ‘ Feb ‘ Mar ‘ Apr ‘ May ‘Jun |Ju|

‘ Aug | Sep ‘ Oct | Nov ‘ Dec

Barn owl
Blackbird
Blue tit
Brambling
Bullfinch
Carrion crow
Chaffinch
Common gull
Curlew
Dunnock
Fieldfare
Goldfinch
Great tit
House martin
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay
Long-tailed tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mistle thrush
Robin
Starling
Swallow
Swift
Woodpigeon
Wren
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Appendix 8: Locations in and around Addingham from where birds were reported

No. of
Gardens

No locations
along Becks

No. locations
along River

No. of potential
development sites

No. of reports from:

other areas
in village

surrounding
area

Barn owl
Black-headed gull
Blackbird
Blackcap

Blue tit
Brambling
Bullfinch

Buzzard

Carrion crow
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff

Coal tit

Collared dove
Common gull
Common raven
Common sandpiper
Cormorant
Cuckoo

Curlew

Dipper

Dunnock
Fieldfare
Goldcrest
Goldfinch
Goosander

Great crested grebe
Gt spotted woodpecker
Great tit
Greenfinch
Green woodpecker
Grey heron

Grey wagtail
Greylag goose
Hen Harrier
House martin
House sparrow
Jackdaw

Jay

Kestrel

Kingfisher
Lapwing

Lesser redpoll

0
0
12
5
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No. of reports from:

No. of No locations | No. locations | No. of potential | Other areas | surrounding
Gardens | along Becks along River development sites in village area

Linnet 1 0 0 0 0 0
Little egret 0 0
Little owl 0 0
Long-tailed tit 13 1
Magpie 10
Mallard
Mandarin duck
Meadow pipit
Mistle thrush
Moorhen
Mute swan
Nuthatch 10
Oystercatcher 0
Pheasant 0
Pied wagtail 0
Red grouse 0
0
0
1
0

=
N ©
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N
o
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Red kite

Red-legged Partridge

Redwing

Reed bunting

Robin 10

Rock Dove 3

Rook 2

Sand martin 0

Siskin 4
0
6

OO0 9o |N o = oo lo o oo o o o

Skylark
Song thrush
Sparrowhawk 10
Spotted flycatcher 0
Starling 10
Stock dove
Swallow

Swift

Tawny owl
Treecreeper
Tree sparrow
Tufted duck
Wheatear
Willow warbler
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Wren
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Appendix 9: List of bird reporters 2020

Chris Acomb

David and Anne Austin
Pete Barton

Rick Battarbee
James Bloomer
Shirley Bolton
Stephen Cheetham
Anne Clarke
Andrew Dawrant
Mick Dunne
Wendy Fontana
Debs Griffith

Linda Haggarty
Pauline Harrowell
Janet Hindle

Anne Hodgson
Harry and Beryl Jevons
Zoe Lavin-Miles
Margaret Longden
Julie Micklethwaite
Carol Miles

Peter Miller

Diane Morris

Judi Ogden

Tisha Owen

Arnold Pacey
Jessica Penrose
Jim Robinson
Margaret Robley
Malcolm Secrett
John Sykes

Julia Tomlinson
Gill and Will Varley

Jane Winter

Sincere apologies to anyone I've accidently missed from this list.
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